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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

Applicants hereby claim priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 based on the following 
prior foreign applications filed in the following foreign country on the dates indicated: 



Application No.: 10/715,385 



Group Art Unit: Not Known 



Filed: November 19, 2003 
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Application No. 



Date 



Japan 
Japan 



2002- 335940 
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October 29, 2003 



1716432 v1: 10S#_01!.DOC 
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In support of this claim, a certified copy of each said original foreign application 
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This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the 
following application as filed with this office. 
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Application Number : Patent Application No. 2002-335940 
Applicant (s) : Hitachi High- Technologies Corporation 



Dated this 5th day of December, 2003 
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Commi s s i oner , 
Patent Office 
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